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Dear Parents and Carers,

Curriculum Mastery

It is a real privilege to be writing this
newsletter to you for the first time as your
permanent principal. I have received such a
warm welcome in my first term at Elvin and it
has been a real delight getting to know our
students and meeting our parents and local
community. The whole team have been really
busy at Elvin this term – preparing for our
spring term assessments, celebrating
international women’s day, planning and
leading our reward trips (more to follow), our
first Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, our
students’ art work displayed at the Saatchi
Gallery, supporting our GCSE and A Level
revision and welcoming next year’s new Year 7
children and their families to our open
evenings. Through all this activity we have
been excited to witness great progress with our
new building – the sports hall went up over the
last month and with windows going in and final
walls being erected the shape of our new school
is clear to see. In the summer term we will have
a number of visits to the new site for staff and
students – expect plenty of photographs to
follow!

We are building our curriculum to enable all
pupils to develop a framework of knowledge
and understanding in each subject area that
provides a solid foundation for further study
and stretches all pupils regardless of their
starting point.

I am excited to be leading our school in its next
phase – our team are committed to working
together to make our school great. We believe
there are six key areas we need to focus on to
rapidly improve our school:

High Quality Teaching
We are committed to ensuring that all
lessons are taught by well qualified subject
specialists with an excellent understanding of
the intellectual journey they are taking their
pupils on and support all our teachers to
master the teaching skills to achieve this.

Character Development
We are developing our PSHE programme
and tutor time to ensure that all our pupils
develop the characteristics that support their
academic achievement, and support them to
become thoughtful citizens able to make
reflective choices over their personal lives.

Raising Aspiration and Enrichment
We want every pupil who leaves Ark Elvin to
have enjoyed a range of activities that have
developed their passions and interests
through our enrichment and raising
aspirations programmes.

Strong Discipline
We believe that strong discipline is essential in
providing the calm and focussed environment
that allows pupils to learn, show and receive
respect and develop the behaviours that will
enable them to play a full role in society.

Developing Educational Leaders
We are supporting all members of staff to see
themselves as leaders within an aligned
community of professionals and to
systematically train them in implementing
best practice.
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We believe that a relentless focus on these six
pillars will ensure we make real progress as a
school in the coming months and in the
process significantly improve provision for
every child. I welcome feedback from parents
and carers so if you would like to meet with me
please do not hesitate to contact my PA,
Venessa George, directly on
v.george@arkelvinacademy.org.
Yours sincerely,
Rebecca Curtis

Year 7 Ice Skating

Principal

End of Term Rewards
In our last week of term over 450 students took
part in our reward trips – with each year group
travelling across London to take part in a range
of activities. All these pupils had worked
extremely hard throughout the term and had
received at least 120 merits from their teachers.
The pupils who remained at school took part in
the ‘Humantopia’ workshops ‘Who am I?’ – A
series of inspiring one day events focusing on
developing confidence, optimism, happiness
and employability.

Year 10 in Hyde Park

Year 7 at the Natural History Museum
Year 10 at the Science Museum

For all calendar updates, news and events please go to our website at
arkelvinacademy.org
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Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition Bank Holiday

Is your child eligible for Free
School Meals?

Key dates
24th April

Year 7 French Trip Information
Evening

24th April

New Year 7’s welcome evening

29th April

Duke of Edinburgh Award trip Year 9

13th May

Duke of Edinburgh Award trip year 10

20th May

Duke of Edinburgh Award trip year 7

25th May

Year 10 French Trip

30th May

Half term

10th June

Duke of Edinburgh Award trip year 8

5th

New Year 7 Induction day






July

7th July

Staff training day

12th July

Year 7 French Trip

21st July

Last Day

8th September First day for year 7’s and parent review
day Y8-11.






If you are a parent or carer, and receive any of the
benefits below, then your child is eligible for Free
School Meals:Income Support
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance.
Support under part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999
Child Tax Credit (provided you are Not also
entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross household income of no more than
£16190)
The Guaranteed Element of State pension Credit
Income related Employment and Support
Allowance
Working Tax Credit run on – paid for 4 weeks
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

What to do next?
If your application for Free School Meals is
successful, Ark Elvin Academy will also
receive extra funding from the Government to
use in support of teaching and learning (Pupil
Premium). This will be used by the school to
enhance teaching and learning opportunities
for your child.
If you would like to apply for Free School Meals
you can:
Ask at Reception for an application form

3

Newsletter Summer 2017

On-line e-safety tips for parents
A number of parents have been in touch with us with questions about their child’s safeguarding when using the
internet. Please see information sheets below and follow the links on our website. If you have any further questions
regarding e-safety please contact our safeguarding lead Ms Flindall E: r.flindall@arkelvinacademy.org
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